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on the hillside daring a snowstorm. In the first the 
wind is beginning to swirl the snow about him. In the 
second the snow, ever ascending and ever beating against 
his face, is gradually numbing the life within him. In 
the third he has fallen low and it is covering him over. 
The silence is complete; there is no fitful breath to 
break it. In this picture, as in others which depict " the 
horror of snow," Verestschagin has acknowledged the 
enormous amount of suffering which is incidental to a 
state of war, and which has no recompense, however 
small, in victory. 

"The Vanquished" represents a field strewn with 
dead and dying, where there is nothing but the trodden 
stubble to conceal the ghastly wounds and the agonized, 
staring eyes; for with the final frenzy of inhumanity the 
victors have stripped and plundered the dying. A priest 
and his assistant are performing the last rites of the 
church — a refinement of religious impotence which 
would be appalling were it not so common. 

Pictures such as these could not go unchallenged. " I 
have represented," says Verestschagin, " the bandaging 
and the transporting of the wounded exactly as I have 
seen it done and have felt it in my own person when 
wounded, bandaged and transported in the most primi- 
tive manner. And yet, that again has been declared to 
be a gross exaggeration, a calumny. 

" I have observed during several days how prisoners 
were slowly freezing to death on a road extending over 
thirty miles. I called the attention of the American 
artist, Frank D. Millet, who was on the spot, to that 
scene, and when he afterwards saw my painting he 
declared it to be strikingly correct ; yet for that painting 
I have been treated to such abuse as would not admit 
of repetition in print. 

" I have seen a priest performing the last religious rite 
on a battlefield over a mass of killed, plundered, mutilated 
soldiers, who had just given up their life in the defense 
of their country ; and that scene again — a picture which 
I had painted, literally, with tears in my eyes — has been 
also proclaimed in high quarters to be the product of my 
imagination, a downright falsehood. 

" My lofty accusers did not deign to pay any attention 
to the fact that the lie was given them by that same 
priest who, disgusted with the accusations against me, 
declared — and that in the presence of the public stand- 
ing before the picture — that it was he who had been 
performing those last rites over the massed bodies of the 
killed soldiers — had done it in the very surroundings 
represented in my picture. Yet, notwithstanding all 
this, my picture barely escaped being ejected from the 
Exposition, and when afterwards it was intended to 
publish all those pictures in colored prints, the officials 
put their veto on the scheme for fear that those cheap 
prints would find their way among the masses." 

There is one picture of perennial interest not alone to 
Englishmen, but to all citizens of any country whatso- 
ever which attempts to rule over the people of another 
though " inferior " race. The title " Blowing from Guns 
in India" is sufficiently descriptive. The artist's own 
words in regard to the picture are startling and significant : 

" Men who had seen much service in India assured me 
that I was mistaken in presenting such an execution as a 
typical, characteristic example of capital punishment in 
that country ; they insisted that this mode of execution 



had been adopted but once, — in the course of the last 
insurrection of the Sepoys, — and even at that time it 
had been used but in a very few instances. But I 
maintain that this mode of execution — a comparatively 
humane one too — not only had been in constant use 
during the revolt referred to, when the Sepoys were 
blown from guns by the thousand, but that it was used 
by the British authorities in India for many years before 
and after the Sepoy revolt of 1858. More than that, I 
am quite positive that that particular mode of execution 
will have to be used in future times. The Hindoo does 
not fear any other kind of capital punishment received 
at the hands of the 'heathenish, unclean Europeans.' 
They hold that any one shot down or hanged by the 
Europeans goes to swell the ranks of the martyrs who 
are entitled to a high reward in the future life. But an 
execution by means of a gun carries positive terror into 
the heart of a native, since such a shot tears the criminal's 
body in many parts, and thus prevents him from present- 
ing himself in decent form in heaven. This bugbear was 
used by the British, and will be used by them as long as 
they fear to lose their Indian possessions. 

" In order to hold a population of two hundred and fifty 
million in political and economical submission by means 
of sixty thousand bayonets, it is not enough to be brave 
and to be possessed of political tact — punishment and 
bloody reprisals cannot be avoided." 

A few days ago a Russian battleship of splendid pro- 
portions and carrying the head of the Russian navy, 
Admiral Makaroff, through long years and in many 
campaigns a personal and dearly beloved friend of 
Verestschagin, struck a submarine mine and in five 
minutes had disappeared into the depths of the sea, 
carrying with it six hundred men. It must have been a 
terrible sight — a sight which, if Verestschagin could 
have caught it upon his canvas, would have made the 
world stand aghast, and the most hardened and heartless 
weep for the pity of it. But Verestschagin, too, went 
down, and war has swallowed up one of its most coura- 
geous enemies. His works remain and will speak with 
ever louder insistence until for very shame men will cry 

for peace. 

« ♦ ■ 

Discrediting Christianity Among Non- 
Christian Peoples. 

To the Editor: 

Sunday, March 6, 1904, was celebrated generally 
throughout the English-speaking world as the first cen- 
tennial of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

However high one may rate the moral codes of pagan 
peoples, — and some of them are not so inferior to the 
system of Christian ethics as has at times been sup- 
posed, — the anniversary in question, to those who re- 
gard only the lofty moral precepts of the Bible, and 
especially the unequaled life and teachings of Christ, 
must have been an occasion for profound congratulation. 
When it is recalled, however, that this same Bible has 
furnished the creeds of hundreds of warring sects, filling 
the world with conflicting doctrines, some of which have 
been as degrading to man as dishonoring to God, 
doctrines subversive alike of human brotherhood and 
the divine paternity, the congratulation may well have 
been tempered with apprehension. And when to this 
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consideration is added the remembrance of the manner 
in which the British and other nominal Christian powers 
have so frequently aided the world-wide distribution of 
the Bible, the celebration of March 6 would have had 
appropriate accompaniment in a season of fasting and 
prayer. 

Christ, indeed, said to his disciples : " Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature, and 
lo, I am with you even unto the end of the world." 
But, when two of his disciples proposed to invoke fire 
from Heaven upon a community which would not re- 
ceive the gospel, this same Christ rebuked them, saying : 
" Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the 
Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them." 

In the writer's opinion, preaching by word of mouth 
was the least of the preaching to which Christ exhorted. 
The preaching which he intended is conceived to have 
been, primarily and principally, a preaching more effective 
than any words — the preaching of a noble life. When 
Christ said, on another occasion, " If I be lifted up, I will 
draw all men unto me," it is suggested that he meant the 
manifestation of a Christian character, the presentation 
of the Christ-life in the daily walk of men. Is it not 
thus that Christ can best be lifted up to all generations ? 
If a pagan people cannot be drawn to a higher life by 
the inspiration of the Christ-life in those Christians with 
whom they have associations, no amount of Christian 
doctrine will avail to any real betterment of their spiritual 
condition. It is not so much what a man believes as 
what he does from a right motive that honors him here 
and saves him hereafter. • If, incidentally to high, prac- 
tical example, Christians can preach the life and teach- 
ings of Christ without ridicule or denunciation of pagan 
doctrine, but according the latter all possible credit, so 
much the better. But to imagine that Christ ever in- 
tended the extension of his spiritual kingdom in any 
ungenerous spirit or by any forcible means whatever is 
utterly abhorrent to his whole character and life. To 
imagine that Christ is ever with the battleships or gat- 
ling-guns against the religion of any people is to insult 
the Son of Man. 

The Christian missionary is not infrequently justly 
chargeable, not so much with wrong on his own initiative, 
as with being the willing occasion of criminal aggression 
on the part of government. A people naturally sus- 
picious of a foreign religion and attendant foreign cus- 
toms, often introduced over their protest and regarded 
unsuited to them, have religious faithfulness and patriotic 
spirit enough to rebel, and perhaps, in their resentment 
and wrath, they kill a few missionaries or burn a Christian 
church. The missionaries' government, in an unchristian 
spirit of retaliation, sends against these religious patriots 
an armed force which frequently slaughters hundreds or 
thousands of innocent men, and (incidentally, of course) 
extends its markets or acquires new territory. And so 
Christianity is supposed to be vindicated and civilization 
is supposed to be extended! Perish the thought! A 
stream cannot rise higher than its source. The Christi- 
anity thus vindicated is no better than the spirit and 
manner of its vindication. As a matter of fact, such 
Christianity is profanation. The civilization thus ad- 
vanced is a pseudo-civilization, the civilization of the 



marketplace, the civilization of mammon. Have the 
missionaries abroad or the clergy at home ever protested 
against such travesties? 

When live Sepoys are blown from the mouths of 
British cannon because they refuse to perform an act 
forbidden by their religion; when whole villages are 
destroyed by British shot and shell because a missionary 
is killed ; when the horses of a Christian army are stabled 
in pagan temples — the cause of Christianity loses indefi- 
nitely more than it gains. 

The pagan world is naturally more religious than the 
Christian world. The pagan's religion is the dominant 
factor of his life, and in his simplicity he supposes the 
same to be true of Christian peoples. How woefully he 
is mistaken. How little he suspects, until he learns from 
bitter experience, that with Christian peoples Christianity 
is often little more than a form of respectability at home 
and an excuse for exploitation abroad. What opinion, 
pray, does the pagan world naturally form of the religion 
of a people who hold no religion sacred but their own ? 
So far from advancing the Kingdom of Christ, such 
atrocities as those named directly extend the kingdom 
of darkness. To denominate as Christian the religion 
of a government tolerating such things is to degrade 
Christianity to the level of the worst paganism that ever 
existed — aye, below that level, for paganism, at its 
worst, lacks the sin of hypocrisy. 

It has been the fashion of the Christian Church to 
denounce Mohammedanism because it held aloft the 
Koran and the sword, proclaiming: "Accept the one or 
die by the other." But whether such brutal frankness is 
not worthier than a Christianity which professes charity as 
its dominant principle, and yet whose professed disciples 
make its propagation the constant pretext for every 
national crime which avarice can devise and brutality 
execute, is a question to which the Christian Church 
cannot too quickly and penitently address itself. 

But, after all, the foreign missionaries who have acted 
thus do not merit the most censure. They are compara- 
tively few in number, and their influence, even if thor- 
oughly aroused in the interest of justice and tolerance, 
would avail but little with government. It is those who 
send out the missionaries, the great body of the Christian 
clergy and church membership within the shadow of the 
government at home, who are chiefly responsible for this 
degradation of Christianity. It is the Christians enjoy- 
ing the liberties of a constitutional empire, who witness 
with thankfulness the destruction of constitutional gov- 
ernment at the antipodes, and say not to their gov- 
ernment when it proposes the forcible annexation of 
unwilling territory, "Tnou shalt not steal"; it is the 
professing Christians of a republic who invoke blessings 
on their army and navy while overthrowing another 
republic and desolating an archipelago ; it is the Chris- 
tians, in empire and republic alike, who annually expend 
millions on the conversion of the pagans, and yet who 
are so pagan themselves that they allow hundreds of 
thousands of their brethren to live and die in ignorance 
and poverty and vice, in the slums of their own great 
cities ; it is upon the Christians who, in pew and sacred 
desk alike, daily crucify Christ throughout every Chris- 
tian land, that the condemnation of Christianity must rest. 
If the Christian pulpit alone were purged of its essen- 
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tial heathenism, the Christian clergy would constitute a 
moral force sufficient to make national inhumanity to 
man practically impossible. If the same amount of time 
and money which are expended in the translation and 
distribution of the Bible in pagan lands were employed 
in the amelioration of physical, intellectual and moral 
conditions at our very doors, it would so regenerate 
Christianity and civilization at home that Christianity 
and civilization abroad would be no longer the mockeries 
they now so largely are, but blessings indeed whose 
extension and influence would be as irresistible as the 
spirit of Christ. Respectfully, 

JOHN SAMPSON. 
Washington, D. C. 



son in Russia. Whether he wished to or not, he became 
the soul of all the opposition, and the dissatisfied of every 
class have gathered around his banner, whose reasoning 
they do not and care not to understand. He became, 
without doubt, the strongest man in Russia, in spite of 
his defenceless condition — stronger than the Czar, who 
lives in daily terror for his life ; stronger than the officials, 
who, in spite of Cossacks and their whips, are making 
the country ripe for revolution and their own speedy 
overthrow." 



Non-Resistance to Evil. 



Prof. Edward A. Steiner, who spent much of last year 
with Count Tolstoy on his estate at Yasnaya Polyana, 
has written " Tolstoy the Man," which is published by 
the Outlook Company. Writing of the doctrine of non- 
sistance to evil followed so consistently by Tolstoy, he 
says: 

" It is providential that Tolstoy had the power of fame 
and the harmlessness of the non-resistant, for these two 
facts have saved him from the exile into which have 
been sent countless numbers who have provoked the 
authorities far less than has he. He lives in open enmity 
against the government, whose power over him he does 
not acknowledge, whose corruption, cruelty, and hy- 
pocrisy he has exposed over and over again, and whose 
absolutism he is undermining more than any other per- 



In Terra Pax. 

O Mars, dread monarch of relentless War ! 
When wilt thou pale thy fierce and fiery ray, 
To lose thy crimson in that milder day 

When men shall learn thy cruel art no more? 

Seal fast the portals of each Janus-fane ! 
Let every weltering sword a ploughshare be, 
And every spear a pruning-hook, to see 

The irenic glory of Astrsea's reign. 

One shed His blood that blood no more might flow, 
But man to man a friend and brother prove, 
Bound heart and hand in sacred bonds of love, 

Lifting from human lives their weight of woe. 

O Holy Dove, descend, as once of old, 

Upon the Prince of Peace in Jordan's tide, 
The olive branch to proffer far and wide, 

And so bring in the promised Age of Gold I 

— Rev. S. B. Dunn. 



THE STATED INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 



Memorial to Congress from Pennsylvania in Support of the Petition of the 
Massachusetts Legislature. Presented to Congress on the 19th of April. 

Early in 1903, through the influence of the American Peace Society, the Legislature of Massachusetts 
adopted resolutions similar in purport to the following Memorial. These resolutions were indorsed by 
Hon. John L. Bates, Governor of Massachusetts, and have been formally presented to the Committees on 
Foreign Relations of the two branches of the Congress of the United States. As no session of the Legis- 
lature was held this year in Pennsylvania to which similar resolutions might have been submitted, the Peace 
Association of Friends of Philadelphia, desiring to further the movement inaugurated by the American 
Peace Society, has, at its request, prepared the following Memorial, which seconds the Massachusetts 
resolutions and adds certain paragraphs relative to the enactment of a Code of International Law. 

A letter of endorsement from Hon. Samuel W. Pennypacker, Governor of Pennsylvania, is appended, 
and the Memorial is signed by the Attorney-General and all the Justices of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania, and a number of men prominent in the State's religious, legal, and business life. The list 
could be much extended did time permit and if it were so desired. 

On behalf of the Peace Association of Friends of Philadelphia, 

SAMUEL MORRIS, President. 
PHILIP C. GARRETT, Vice-President. 
RICHARD WOOD. 
STANLEY R. YARNALL. 



